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7.
& How did You rush in Your fury to exterminate
Your faithful ones at the hand of the Edomites,
53 and not recall the Covenant Between the Parts!
by which You selected those whom You tested?
Therefore we have proclaimed,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’?

A How did You reproach with Your rebuke,
to exile at the hand of the haughty those You had once redeemed,
1 and not recall the contraction of the road
You had shortened for Your flag-bearing tribes?
Therefore we have spoken,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

7 How did You plan in Your thoughts
to push Your multitudes into the hand of the raucous,
3 and not recall the Assembly Hall, the seasonal stronghold+
You had designated for Your meeting partners?
Therefore, we have lamented,
‘Rermember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

t How did You abandon Your Temples in Your rage,
to suffer indignity at the hands of aliens,
n and not recall the betrothal of [Israel to the] Laws of Sinai
that You have carved for the recipients of Your compassion?
Therefore we have related,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

v How did You take pains in exerting Yourself* to cause
Your sheep to be torn asunder by the hand of the predators?
¥ and not recall the [merit of the] precious, beloved upright [Torah]
that You designated for these who know You?
Therefore we have wailed,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

3 How did You concentrate in Your anger, to devastate
Your vineyard [Israel] at the hand of the vandalizing v:llam,
> and not recall that You taught Your acquired people that
[You would ] not abandon [them] forever M
Therefore we have cried,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!”

the spiritual stronghold at which all of Israel  Npa R K — How did You take pains in
would assemble during three seasons (Pesach, exerting Yourself. For eighteen years a heavenly
voice resounded through the halls of Nebuchad-

Shavuos, Succos) each year.
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(1} Genesis ch, 15, (2) Eichah 5:1,
(3) Some editions read oxny, the unclean. (4) Cf Eichah 3:31.

«o§ qoxa pyw o — How did You rush in Your  Orders of the Mishnah. Even the merit of Torah

fury. This kinnah, by R’ Elazar HaKalir — whe

signed his name, "\I)]'?J;{, in the acrostic of the final

stanza — foliows a complex alphabetical form.

Each of the first eleven stanzas is constructed in
the following manner:
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The alphabet is repeated five times for odd-

numbered letters (... NA,K} and six times for

even-numbered letters (. .. 1,7,2). This repetition

alludes to the Five Books of the Torah and the Six

study was ineffective in protecting Israel when its
actions became degenerate (Kol BeRamak).

A¥1 M1 N3 — The contraction of the road,
When the Israelites left Sinai, they traveled three
days and arrived at Kadosh Barnea — an eleven-
day journey under usual circumstances! {See
Rashito Deut, 1:2.) Alternatively, this refers tothe
four-hundred-year period of slavery prophesied
in the Covenant Between the Parts {Genesis 15:13)
that was condensed to two hundred and ten
years, from Jacob’s arrival in Egypt until the
Exodus (see Targum to Song of Sangs 2:8),

ngpis 1y — The Assembly Hall, the seasanal
stronghold, This alludes to the Beis HaMikdash,
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1 How did You speak in Your contempt, to eradicate

at the hand of tormentors those who had exalted You,
3 and not recall the flight on eagle’s feathers

when You carried aloft those whom You had exalted?

Therefore we have moaned,

‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

© How did You speak out in Your stormy rage,

to confine Your witnesses by the hand of free thinkers,
v and not recall the mighty twin Torah-crowns™

with which You crowned Your servants?

Therefore we have cried out,

‘Remember HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

n How did You utter in Your awesomeness,

to murder Your wondrous people by the hand of law breakers,
X and not recall the joyous song of the desirable righteous?

that You have concealed for Your legions?

Therefore we have shouted,

‘Remember HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

p How did You proclaim in Your proclamation, to give over those
You had once summoned to the hand of those who oppose You,
1 and not recall the assembly [You attended with an] entourage
of [more than] twice ten thousand
at which You favored your friends?

Therefore we have protested,

‘Remember HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

v How You aspire with Your aspiration,
to disperse Your perfect ones at the hand of pillagers,
N and not recall the strength of the Temple Molnt’s stature
which You prepared for Your wholesome ones?

Therefore we have groaned,

Remember HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

Ox We have groaned; pouring out [our hearts] like water,

¢ because on this day we were taken captive twice.

v [ recall how I dwelt serenely in Jerusalem.

N I have complained, but now, I shall raise aloft [my laments]

to the sphere of heaven,

of angels, my Lord is among them, at Sinai in
holiness (Psalms 68:18). R’ Avudimi of .Haifa
explained that twenty-two thausand I'twice ten
thousand’ plus two thousand, the minimum that

can be called ‘thousands] ministering angels
accompanied God when He descended upen
Mount Sinai to give the Torah to Israel {see
Rashi to Psalms 68:18).
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o NPT . . s . , P
) Cf. Ezekiel 1617, {2) Cf. lsaiaf 24:16; some editions read, pJ¥ *3¥ N2y, the joyous song of
i‘h)e desirable [Land (cf, Ezekiel 2(n15) (;ﬁ righteousness (cf. fsaiah 1:16). (3) Cf. Psalms 68:18.

nezzar's palace. It cried: ‘O perpetrator of evilt
Go destroy your Master's Temple, for His
children do not listen to Him’ {Midrash Eichah,
intre. 23).

wmy 71y — Twin Torak-crowns. When Israel
was asked to accept the Torah, the nation
cried out, 'voun myy), ‘We will do and we will
hear’ (Exodus 24:%), placing niyy), we will do,
before ypwy, we will hear. Thus they under-
took to fulfll all of God’s commandments,
even before they knew what was expected of

them. This devotion was rewarded when
600,000 ministering angels approached [srael
and placed two crowns upon each Jew’s head
— one for Ny, and one for vy (Shabbos
BAa).

oniat 299 Wy — The assembly [You attended
with an] entourage of fmore than] fwice ten
theusand. The translation and interpolation are
based on a midrashic account of God's descent
upon Mount Sinai, The psaimist states: The
chariot of God is fwice ten thousand, thousands



